
   

 

 

 

              

We asked our employees to share some of their favorite memories for this issue. We hope you enjoy!  

Christmas of 1995 and 1998 are near and dear to my heart. Both my children were born in December. The 
Christmas of 1995 was especially memorable as a new mama and family in the hospital. A group of carolers 
came into my room and sang “Away in a Manger” to our new family. To this day, when I hear that hymn,                        
I better have a box of Kleenex handy.                    ~Dana McLean 

Every year, my mom’s side of the family would host Thanksmas, in which we would celebrate Thanksgiving 
and Christmas. One of our family members would usually host it. When I was younger, we used to do a gift 
exchange and buy gifts for our Secret Santa. We would also have food for Thanksgiving that everyone 
made. It is fun getting to spend time with family over the holidays.                                                   ~Katie Reisinger 

My parents were real big on making sure my brother and I kept the belief in Santa Claus. The night before 
Christmas, my dad would do his best middle-of-the-night Santa impression by loudly stomping through 
the living room and ruffling the tree while putting presents under it. They wanted to keep the magic alive, 
so they told my brother and me that if we heard Santa in the house, we needed to stay in our rooms or we 
may not get our presents from him. Well, one year I got way too curious and the second I heard “Santa” in 
the house, I quietly left my room so I could finally 
see the man himself. Luckily, my dad (aka Santa) 
heard me walking down the hall before I saw his 
face and he DARTED out the front door. To this 
day, I have no clue where he went to hide, but he 
must have been outside in the cold for a solid half 
hour while I looked out the window trying to find 
Santa. I learned a couple years later that it was 
always my dad just stomping through our living 
room, but for that one year I thought Santa got 
spooked very easily.                                    ~Matt Parra 

                (continued on page 2) 

Dear Neighbor:    

It’s hard to believe that we are at the end of another year, but here we are! This past year has brought 
many challenges for some and new experiences for many others. We are truly grateful for our customers 
and hope you will join us during our annual Holiday Open Houses on December 20th. Santa Claus will even 
be making a special visit to the Manhattan location that evening from 4:00-5:30pm. Be sure to stop in with 
your kids and get your photos taken.                                                                                                                                                    

         We all wish you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 
                                  ~The Farmers State Bank Staff 
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A recent Christmas memory that has stayed with me would be from 2021. This was the first Christmas we 
had at the farm since my grandpa passed. I have a large family and everyone made it to this Christmas - all 
42 of us! It was hard not having grandpa there, but the whole house was filled with so much love, laughter, 
and stories about grandpa. We shared the good memories and I could hear him laughing right along with 
us; you couldn’t help but feel him there.                                                                                                        ~Jesse Anderson 

One of my favorite Christmas memories was one year when my sister and brother-in-law invited the entire 
family to their house in Kansas City to celebrate Christmas. They had rented a party bus for all of us to go 
around Kansas City and look at Christmas lights. It was an experience I will never forget because we were 
all together and having a blast! I will never forget how much my grandparents enjoyed it as they had never 
experienced looking at Christmas lights in the city, nor had they ever been on a party bus! Now that I have 
a family of my own, we make it a tradition every year to drive around and look at all the Christmas lights 
with the kids and they love it!                                                                                                                                    ~Ashley Cragg  

Some of my favorite memories from Christmas come from my grandparents home. There were 14 of us 
grandkids and each year one grandkid got to wear the Santa hat and pass out the Christmas presents one 
at a time. It was always fun when it was your year to pass out the presents and play Santa.  ~Kim Peddicord 

When my brother, Jordan, and I were about 11-12 years old, my mom had presents under the tree. On 
Christmas Eve, we unwrapped a DVD-shaped present, hoping it was the game we asked for, and it was     
indeed the Mario Kart game! We stayed up ‘til 4am playing it in our living room, then wrapped it back up, 
and went to bed ‘til our younger siblings woke us up for Christmas morning.                                ~Mikayla Booth  

One of my favorite Christmas memories is from 2007 when my wife gave me a three-photo picture frame. In 
the top opening was a photo of our oldest son and in the middle opening was a photo of our youngest son. 
In the bottom opening, there was a handwritten note that read, “Arriving August 2008!” In August, 2008, 
our daughter was born.                                                                                                                                        ~Roger Schneider  

Going to my grandma and grandpa’s on Christmas Eve, spending time with family, baking cookies and           
decorating them with my grandma, and delivering them around town are some of my favorite memories 
and traditions.                                                                                                                                                         ~Alexus Jeanneret  

When my husband and I were first married, our very first home was an old farmhouse that we rented from 
my parents. The house was a Montgomery Ward kit purchased and built by my great-grandparents. It was a 
huge square two-story home with two large rooms used for dining and living. It became a personal                
challenge for my husband to find the tallest cedar tree possible to fill up the room and to take advantage of 

the 10’ ceilings. The last year I allowed him to do this was 
the year the tree literally took up half the room. It was a 
very dry fall, so the needles were sharp and fell off easily. 
When it came time to remove the tree from the house, it 
was so dry that even leather gloves and a heavy jacket 
did not provide enough protection. So….my husband 
dug out the chainsaw and cut it in pieces. That’s when I 
said, “ENOUGH!” We continued to choose cedar trees,                        
however, they had to be green and manageable!!!!                                        
                                                   ~Kaylene Plummer 

I had purchased a puppy as a Christmas surprise for my 
daughter. I took my little 6-year old grandson with me to 
pick it up. The little puppy laid on his lap all the way 
home and then relieved himself on my grandson’s shirt. 
That got quite the reaction from him; pretty sure he still 
remembers it to this day!                               ~Roxie Zoeller 

               (continued on page 3)  
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Every single year of my childhood, and even quite a few years into adulthood, we would spend Christmas 
Eve evening at my cousin’s house celebrating with my dad’s side of the family, and then spend Christmas 
Day at my grandparent’s house with my mom’s side of the family. Spending time with my whole family 
during those two days was always the highlight of the year!                                                         ~Chelsie Eisenbarth  

My favorite Christmas memory is when the entire family would gather at grandma and grandpa’s house 
every year. You couldn’t wait for your cousins to all get there and continue all the fun holiday traditions. 
Even if we did have to be “Ralphie” and try on fantastic new gifts from time to time in front of the entire 
family.                                                                                                                                                                          ~Amanda Valburg  

One of my favorite Christmas memories was the year that my niece told me she wanted “BIG MONEY” 
when I asked for her wish list. She asked and she received...a picture of a $50 bill that was approximately 
24"x10" wrapped perfectly in a box for her. When she started taking it out of the box, she immediately              
began laughing as she remembered telling me she wanted “BIG MONEY” for Christmas. Family time is                   
the best!                                                                   ~Shellee Maginness 

One of my favorite holiday memories is driving around neighborhoods and admiring all the Christmas 
lights! It was something my husband and I did on our very first date together when we were in high school, 
and it’s become a yearly tradition of ours.                                                                                                ~Nicole Rudzinski 

My favorite Christmas memories would be spending Christmas at our family farm when I was little. This 
was one of the holidays where all the family would travel to spend the day at the farm. When I was little, 
my parents and I would go out and help my aunt pick out a cedar tree in the field to cut down. We would 
help decorate it and set up all the personalized stockings before the rest of the family would show up. It 
was a tradition that my aunt would wrap her gifts with the funnies section of the newspapers, so that we 
knew that the gifts were from her. I remember my childhood being filled with laughter as some family 
members struggled to open gifts that were wrapped in duct tape and zip ties, and any other way we could 
think of with having them struggle to open the gifts they really wanted. Afterwards, we would all throw 
wrapping paper at each other before falling asleep watching the football game that was being aired that 
day. I hope to continue some of the traditions and create new ones with my daughter, as she is at the      
perfect age for the Christmas spirit.                                                                                                            ~Shelby Lagerquist 

My favorite memory is remembering all the older large-bulb Christmas lights on all the houses.                          
                     ~Alan Engelken                           

My grandparents from Riley, KS, gifted their three oldest granddaughters little music boxes. They had the 
Hummell kids on the top and all were different designs. I thought I was BIG stuff, (I was the youngest of             
the three) because my box had the boy and girl under an umbrella, which, in my opinion was the “coolest” 
of all!                                                                                                                                                                                    ~Jackie Blenn 

When our extended family gets together for Christmas, we always sit around the table and play Catch 
Phrase. Everyone has so much fun - we play for hours! It has become our annual tradition.       ~Jenna Alphs 

One of my favorite Christmas memories was going to my Grandpa and Grandma Clark’s house for                   
Christmas dinner. After dinner, we would gather around in the living room to pass out the presents and 
open them. We always knew that Grandpa and Grandma were going to get everyone a can of black olives 
with money taped around the outside of the can; the best part was the black olives!!! I looked forward to 
this every year!               ~Jennifer Fleming 

We hope that you spend some time this holiday season reminiscing about your past                       
holidays, what you remember most, and what traditions you’ve carried on                                

over the years with your own families.  
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After 52 years...Jean Venneberg has officially retired!    

Jean started working in banking in June of 1972 in Onaga and her last day there 
was November 26th. She is looking forward to having time to sort through the 
stuff/junk/treasures that she has accumulated in 50 years of marriage! She also 
wants to do some traveling.   

Her knowledge, smiling face, and witty sense of humor will definitely be missed, 
but we wish her an enjoyable retirement!  

N E W  E M P L OY E E  S P OT L I G H T  

Kim Peddicord is a new customer service representative at our Manhattan                                
location. She grew up in Wamego and graduated from Kansas State University 
with a Criminology Degree.                                                                                                                                     

She loves to go camping (but not in tents), boating, playing sand volleyball, and 
hauling her kids to sporting events. She is a big Chiefs fan and her home gets 
quite LOUD during games.                                                                                                                     

Her  and her husband, Tucker, who also grew up in Wamego, have two children - 
Bella who is a freshman at Rock Creek and Colton who is an 8th grader at Rock 
Creek. Kim is looking forward to meeting all the customers and is thankful they 
have all been gracious during her training.  

Katie Reisinger is a new customer service representative at our Manhattan             
location. She is from Havensville and graduated from Emporia State University 
with a degree in Business Administration.  

Katie enjoys spending time with her family, her fiancé Thomas, and her cat,    
Marley. She is the youngest in her family and has two older brothers.   

When she went to Hutchinson Community College, she was involved in the 
band program and played the trumpet. As an established customer, she is 
proud to be working for a local family-oriented bank. She is looking forward to 
getting to know customers in the community.  

O F F I C I A L LY  R E T I R E D !  

Dana McLean is a new Data Operations Assistant at our Westmoreland location. She 
grew up west of Riley and graduated from Riley County High School. She attended 
Cloud County Community College but graduated from The Kansas School of Floral  
Design. She was a floral designer for 10 years and then a full-time stay-at-home Mom 
with a side gig of raising pigs. She was also a para, a Food Service Director, as well as 
a custodian. She was most recently a teller at the K-State Credit Union where she 
found out that she really liked working with the public. Dana is married to A.G. and 
they have a son, Quint, and a daughter, Caitlin. In her spare time, she loves to                  
garden, cook, can, and tailgate at K-State football games. She is also a car girl - she                         
is restoring her high school car, a 1972 Cutlass Supreme S, so feel free to talk shop                             
the next time you go through the Westmoreland drive-thru.                                                                      

      With heavy hearts, we regret to inform you that Dana recently lost her husband.                              
Please keep her and her family in your thoughts and prayers during this difficult time.  
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I N  M E M O R I A M  

SUSAN MOORE GASKILL 

Long-time shareholder and board member, Susan Moore Gaskill, 
passed away on September 15th. 

Susan served on our Board of Directors since 2001. She was highly                 
respected and always brought her contagious smile to a meeting no 
matter what was discussed.  

Her presence is already missed, and we send our deepest sympathies 
to Susan’s family and friends.   

C A S H  F O R  T E AC H E R  R E C I P E I N T S  

Each year we award grants to teachers in the Rock Creek and Onaga school districts through our                                    
Cash for Teachers Program. This money is used to help provide innovative and creative ways to enrich 
student learning in the classroom and throughout different areas of the school.                                                                                                                               

We received many applications and, as always, it was hard to pick just a few recipients.   

Grants this year were awarded to Westmoreland Elementary School teachers Caitliné Christenson to                             
purchase items to create a supportive learning environment with various sensory tools in the classroom, 
and to Edie Jensen to purchase a new sound system to replace the outdated school sound system.                                                                                                                     

Charla Adcock of St. George Elementary School was awarded a grant to purchase library books for her 
classroom library.  

Lindsey Baribeau of Rock Creek Middle School received a grant to purchase mini robots and activity kits 
for the Sphero Robot Challenge Club. Rock Creek High School teachers, Jeri Brummett will purchase 
items to help prepare students to become future healthcare professionals, and Kyle Van Vogelpoel will 
purchase a 3D Printed Parts Plating Kits for his classes with their grants. 

Grants were also awarded to                                                                                                                                                                               
Lisa Uhl with the Onaga                                                                                                                                                                                                         
Elementary School to purchase                                                                                                                                                                                     
a UFLI Foundations Program,                                                                                                                                                                                    
which provides teacher lessons                                                                                                                                                                              
for necessary reading skills.                                                                                                                                                                                            
The elementary school was                                                                                                                                                                      
also awarded a grant to                                                                                                                                                                                
purchase supplies to create                                                                                                                                                                            
identical Calming                                                                                                                                                                                         
Corners in each classroom.  

We enjoyed reading through                                                                                                                                                                                                 
all of the applications and                                                                                                                                                                                            
seeing all the neat ideas                                                                                                                                                                                                         
and different ways teachers                                                                                                                                                                            
have for educating our                                                                                                                                                                                            
children!  
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 F R O M  O U R  K I T C H E N  T O  YO U R S  

KANSAS CITY STEAK SOUP       
Dana McLean, Westmoreland  

Ingredients: 
½ c. butter 
½ c. all-purpose flour 
20 oz. (5 c.) beef broth  
10 oz. (2 c.) package frozen mixed 
vegetables  
½ c. diced carrot  
½ c. diced onion                                  
½ c. diced celery                                  
1½ tsp. Kitchen Bouquet                  
½ tsp. black pepper                            
1 lb. ground steak (or regular 
ground beef, leftover steak, or 
roast beef can be used in place of 
ground beef)                                            
2 T. cooking oil (or butter)                     
8 oz. (1 c.) tomatoes, chopped - 
do not drain 

Instructions:                                        
1. Make the roux - in a soup pot or 
Dutch oven, melt the butter, then 
stir in the flour until smooth. Stir 
over medium heat for 1-2 
minutes.                                                                  
2. Add all the beef broth and stir 
until soup base reaches a soft 
boil.                                                                                
3. Add the vegetables, pepper, 
and Kitchen Bouquet. Bring to a 
full boil, then reduce heat to      
medium-low.                                               
4. Cover and simmer for 10 
minutes.                                                 
5. While the soup is simmering, 
brown the beef in cooking oil or 
butter in a medium skillet, then 
drain the meat.                                       
6. Add the cooked meat and                 
tomatoes to the soup pot.                  
7. Cover and simmer for about 10 
minutes until vegetables are ten-
der.  

 

IMPOSSIBLE PUMPKIN PIE                                               
Leslie Shelton, Westmoreland 

Ingredients: 
¾ c. sugar 
½ c. Bisquick 
2 T. margarine (oleo)  
1 can sweetened condensed milk   
2 tsp. vanilla  
2 eggs                                                        
1 can pumpkin                                          
1 T. cinnamon 

Instructions:                                        
Grease or spray pie plate.  Mix all 
ingredients and pour into pie 
plate. Bake at 350° for 50-55                    
minutes or when knife comes out 
clean.  

ZESTY RANCH PRETZELS          
Ashley Cragg, Manhattan   

Ingredients: 
1 c. vegetable oil                                                  
1 oz. Hidden Valley Original Ranch 
Salad Dressing & Seasoning Mix       
1 tsp. garlic powder                               
1 tsp. cayenne pepper                        
32 oz. thin pretzels 

Instructions:                                            
1. Preheat oven to 200°. Line two 
baking pans with aluminum foil; 
set aside.                                                             
2. In a small mixing bowl, add the 
vegetable oil, ranch dressing mix, 
garlic powder, and cayenne        
pepper.  Whisk together until well   
combined.                                                          
3. Spread pretzels onto baking pan 
(1 bag per pan) and pour oil         
mixture evenly over pretzels.                            
4. Bake pretzels for 90 minutes;             
flipping every 20 minutes.                        
5. Allow pretzels to cool before 
storing in an airtight container.  

OREO BALLS                                             
Tonya Priest, Onaga   

Ingredients: 
38 Oreo cookies                                                    
8 oz. cream cheese, room                         
temperature                                                             
1 c. chocolate melting wafers or 
candy coating                                                           
1 c. white chocolate melting wafers 
or candy coating                                                     
For Decorating: melted chocolate, 
Oreo crumbs, sprinkles, crushed 
peppermint, or chopped nuts 

Instructions:                                            
1. Crumble Oreo cookies in a food  
processor until they are fine cookie 
crumbs.                                                               
2. Using a stand or hand mixer, 
beat the cream cheese until it is 
smooth, about 1 min. Add the Oreo 
cookie crumbs and mix until well 
combined.                                                                 
3. Roll the Oreo mixture into small 
balls and place on a baking sheet 
lined with parchment or wax paper. 
Freeze Oreo balls for 15 minutes.                                                                         
4. Place the chocolate wafers (or 
candy coating) in a small                           
microwave safe bowl. Place the 
white chocolate wafers (or candy 
coating) in a separate small                           
microwave safe bowl. Melt                            
according to package instructions.                                                                
5. Remove the balls from the                      
freezer and dip half into melted                        
chocolate and half into melted 
white chocolate. Make sure you 
cover the balls completely.           
Decorate with a drizzle of                        
chocolate or other decorations.      
6. Chill for at least 1 hour in the           
refrigerator. Keep stored in an             
airtight container in the                                
refrigerator.  
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A LW AYS  B E  O N  T H E  L O O K O U T  

How to Avoid Holiday Scams this Season  

A couple of years ago, the U.S. Department of the Treasury released an advisory that highlighted tips to help 
prevent consumers from falling victim to holiday cybercrimes and fraud. These tips are still relevant today 
and include tips like:  

1. Do not give out personal or financial information to anyone who calls, texts, or e-mails.  

2. Buy only from reputable merchants.  

3. Do not rely on caller ID. Criminals can fake their identities and locations on phone calls.  

4. Never pay someone who insists you pay with a gift card, money transfer service, or cryptocurrency.  

5. If an online deal looks to good to be true, it likely is. Be suspicious.  

6. Don’t be pressured to purchase an item or pay for a service quickly. Take time to think, research, and 
talk to someone. Fraud and phishing scams often capitalize on creating a sense of urgency.  

7. Be cautious about the information you share online. Avoid oversharing personal details on social media. 

8. Exercise caution when receiving unexpected phone calls, texts, or e-mails. Confirm the legitimacy.   

You can find these and more information on the U.S. Department of the Treasury’s website. You can also 
give us a call anytime you think you might be getting scammed.  

“Pull quote or important phrase can be 

highlighted with this area.” 

— Quote Attribution 

Try your luck with our Holiday Scavenger Hunt for a chance to win a $50 gift card!  

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - CUT HERE- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
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